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No cause for concern

with new park |
E'New state DEP regulations have no eﬁecr

OH %ehawken 5 warerfront recreational

area

By Jim Hague
Reporter sigf writer

[ 7 hile the state Department of
5 Nf Environmental Protection unveiled a

. tougher, stricter standard for remiov- -
Fing possfbla chromium contamination from

soii in development areas throughout the staie,
the new standards will have no impact on the

ongoing construction of a 16.5 acre waterfront -

recreational park in Weehawken,
Althouph the Weehawlen site has been ]IStE:d

by the state DEP as one of the 184 arzas In..
‘Hudson County slone that will be “under

review™ in accordance to the new state rogula-

tions, officials assured that the park is being -

constructed following the new guidelmes as
well as the former ones.

“We're not concerned, not concamed at all,”
said Weehawlen Mayor Richard Turper “As
w've said all along, that site has béen remedi-
ated in excess of what the DEP staridards were
at that time, Some people have legifimate con-
cerns and others are raising questions for polit-
ical reasons, but they're met lookiog at the
whole picture. This site is not-like'the other
contaminated sites in Jersey City. Before amy
development could have taken place at the site,
we had it checked by the DEF; by two-or three
environmeatal consuitants hired by the déwel-
oper (Roseland Properties, Tnc.) Euid hy our

Lwtr consultant.”

Agded Turner, “Gyeryone has the same con-
cerns, ‘but 1 he![eﬂ.e thiz -site has become a
meodel for Browefield remnediaticon. The entire
wazerfront has been remediated at the higher

 standards, T he]:e‘ee that this is the best remedi- '

ation plan going.”

New DEP standards -

The new DEP standards call for apﬁ fields
to have no mere than 144 parts per million of
hexavalent chromiom, which is the siricrest

standard in the country, according to a state

DEP release. The old state standard had been

240 pants per million.

Weehawken's Port Impetial developmﬁnt has
been under scrutiny bécanse some hexavalent

< chromium traces were found by 4 prvate efrvi-
renmental firm in 2004, The waterfront park is

Jdirectly adjacent and Is being consimucted by

-Riseland Properties,-as part of the agreement
. t6 build the residential and commercial devel-

opment along the waterfTont,
Hexavalent chromium, a byproduct of ;ndus-
trial processes, is hazardous to humans. Long-

ferm. exposure fo the compovad in the work-

plate-has been associated with lung cancer.

Because most of the waterfront land 15 techoi--

cally landfill built decades apo, when there
were no DEP regulations, the chemicals have
been forend in the soil at many different water-
front sites from Fort Lee to Bayonne, causing
developers o remediate the soil and place pro-
tective caps on the sites before developing,
But Michas] Campion, the Weehawken town-
ship consuliant whe owms  Accutech

- Enwironmental in Keypost, says that the new

DEP standards apply to residential and school
use, 1ot open park space,

© *“The new regufations do wot apply to the.

park,” Campion said. “The standard was 240
paris per mitltion. This land was capped at- 144,
There are otler sites where the chromiam was
mined in with the soil, That is not the case for
the park. What was there was an acceptable
standard for the park. If someone turned
around new and used the land for residential.

ALL S“l"STEHS EG Desplte new regulatlons regarding chmml‘um {:nntamlna'tmn
established by the siate Department of Envirennmiental Protection, the new Weehawken

waterfront recreation park continues construction with no cause for concem of not

reaching the new state standards.

e

use, then there might be a concemn. But the
park is the park, nof residential. There’s no
chromium there. 15 actually over achieving
the standard. The health and safety of the resi-
denis have always been in mind.”

Michael Turner, a spokesman for Rogeland .
Properties (and oo wmlation o the mayar}
agreed. )

“In honesty, the new regulafions vahdates the
work that had been done down there” Turner
said. “It already currently exceeds the new
standard. The state has always majntained the
right to review the site. Thats " why the sife
appears on the list. We've reached all permit
approvals, all DEP approvals in the past. We
feel that no further action was necessary™

Parts of Qﬁarl\( to open soon

Worle on 'the'n'ew.recreaﬁ cnal park cuntinuad

Tast week. The entire area has been Titted for

electricity, with light fixtures put in place. A
scoreboard has been erected near where the
munlti-purpose field will be buiit, Some socter
goalposts are in place. While piles of dirt and
debris, same as high as 28 feef, Temdin in sight
from Pott linfpetial Bowleyard, there i3 a Little

League ﬁg],thhat has, i}ﬁ-ﬂn built and appesrs

almiost ready for use.
“Hopefully, by thé'end of Marchor the begm-

~_ning of April, parts of the park will be in use;

~ Mayor Turner said. “We're happy that the plans
are moving forward. We're also happy that the
DEF has pui a-regulation into place that fits
what we've already done there. Our remedia-
tion plaf is being acknowledged state widz as
a madel plan. The list that the park appears on

“is not & new list. It's reportable, because thers

was con_[amjnatinn there at one point 12 years
ago.

gh{a}rnr Turner ‘said that there have been a
group of environmental experts from Stevens
Tech in Hoboken, from the school’s Ceater of
Environmental Systems, that has been moni-
Toring the progress’ ‘of the contarnination reme-
i afion and capping.
' "We're in constant dialegue with the peaple
at Stevens and with the DEPFY Tumer said. “In
some cases, we've sapped and deuble capped.
A third of the park is chromium free already.
Angther third falls wnder the new standards.
Its a very respcmmble park arid thers are no
concerns.”” O .
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